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election or selection in Karnataka was due not to the
village bodies being less but more democratic than was
the case in the Tamil country. Mahajanas, as the members
of the village council were called in Karnataka, seemed to
have included in that province, in the vast majority of cases,
the heads of all the families, residing in the village " .* It
is very edifying to observe from the above quotation and
from the instances, cited further by him2 that the spririt of
democracy was kept alive in the village of Karnataka, in
spite of absolute monarchy at the centre of every adminis-
tration.5 " The powers and functions of the village councils
were similar to those in the South. They were looking after
and arranging for the public works and other needs of the
village community. We find them organising schools and
charity houses (LA. XIII, pp. 93-4), managing temple
property (LA. XII, p. 258) where no sect or other organi-
sation existed and arranging for the maintenance and
repairs of the village tank (I.A. XII, p. 224). They were also
receiving deposits on trust from private individuals to be
utilised for specific public works according to their wishes
(LA. XII, p. 220) V

1 A, S. Altekar:   The Rastrakutas and their Times,
pp. 198-9.
*  Ibid, 199-201.
*  An  account  of   the  village  assembly  under the
Calukyas may be read in " Local Organisation in Calukyan
Karnataka* by Dinkar Desai (The Karnataka Historical
Quarterly, Vol. Ill, i & 2, pp. 12-13).
*  A.S. Altekar: The   Rastrakutas  and their Times,
P. 208.